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Synopsis

New York City boasts one of the most famous skylines in the world, and the Empire State Building is
undeniably the focal point of this incredible view. At 102 stories, the structure was no small feat. In
fact, its construction coincided with the onset of the Great Depression, and so progress was met
with numerous setbacks. Still, because of the efficiency that went into the building’s development, it
only took a year and forty-five days to complete! In this informative, easy-to-read account, Janet B.
Pascal describes the rise of skyscrapers in the United States, the intricacies of the groundbreaking

construction process, and the effect the iconic Empire State Building continues to have today.
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Where Is the Empire State Building?In 1929, there was a A¢a -A‘“race for the skyA¢a —A«in New
York City. Two new skyscrapers were going upA¢a -4 «the Chrysler Building and the Manhattan

Company Building. Each owner wanted his building to be the tallest in the world. But neither man



knew exactly what height the other was aiming for. The owner of the Manhattan Company managed
to discover the plans for the Chrysler Building. Immediately, he changed his plans so that his
building would be taller.So in April 1930, the Manhattan Company Building became the tallest in the
world. But only for a few weeks. Secretly, the crew of the Chrysler Building was creating a tall spire.
All the work took place inside the unfinished building, so no one knew about it. When the

spireA¢a —& 125 feet highA¢a —a *was finished, it was lifted up through a hole in the roof.
Suddenly the tallest building in the world was the Chrysler Building! With its spire, it was 1,046 feet
tal. What neither company knew was that a third group of builders was watching them both closely.
Their building was already designed. But they were waiting until the Chrysler Building was finished
before making their plans final. However tall the Chrysler Building was, they planned to make sure

their own building was a little taller.

We love these books. It provides facts in a quick manner that holds my sons attention. He is slowly

building to his collection.

Bought for the grandkiddos, they love them, thanks!!!!

My 4th grade son loves all of these books. | wish | could buy them in a set and not 1 by 1. They are

a shorter book with larger print, but the lexile is | believe at the 5th grade level.
Great book for 4th graders. Does an excellent job of transitioning students from short Non-fiction
books to chapter books. The information was interesting and text features engaging. (Yes, | am a

fourth grade teacher.)

My eight year old LOVES this series and really like the pull out on this one! Thanks for another great

addition to our home library.

Me and my cousin loved reading the book together it will be a great great book believe it or not.

My girls 9&7 love this book series. | enjoy reading along because they’re interesting!

My 8 year old son definitely enjoyed this.
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